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Background Guide 



 

Letter from the Executive Board 

 

It gives us immense pleasure to welcome you to SNAMUN 2022. 

The following Background Guide has been formulated keeping in mind various 

aspects of the agenda to be discussed in committee. Though this Background 

Guide lists out the broad facets of the agenda that we would like to see being 

debated upon in committee, let us highlight the fact that this piece of document 

is NOT exhaustive and that further reading on part of the delegates is essential 

in order to steer the Meet in the right direction. Also, not under any 

circumstances can the Background Guide be quoted or used as substantial proof 

in committee sessions. Delegates are expected to build their research upon the 

topics highlighted in the following pages, though further research would also be 

appreciated. 

 

 

We are most looking forward to seeing what you, Delegates of the committee, 

can bring to the table, both in terms of your ideas and your creativity in crafting 

solutions 

 

Regards  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY-SOCIAL, 

HUMANITARIAN AND CULTURAL COMMITTEE  

 

The third committee of the General Assembly, SOCHUM works for social 

development, advancement of women, promotion and protection of rights of 

children, elimination of racism xenophobia and related intolerance, protection 

and promotion of human rights. 

The committee being one of the primary organs of the United Nations 

Organisation has working mandate giving the capacity of delegating, reporting 

and executing the tasks to and with other primary and secondary bodies of the 

United Nations, for the same this committee works in close cooperation and 

coordination with United Nations Development Programme, United Nations 

Human Rights Council, UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, 

The Economic and Social Council. 

 

Along with the above mentioned UN bodies, the General Assembly also works 

with some departments of the UN such as Department of economic and social 

affairs, Ofiice for the coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  

 

About the Agenda 

 

The first part of the agenda talks about achieving the sustainable development 

goals, so SDGs is the set of goals which were created to end poverty and other 

deprivations present globally the goals were created with and intent to improve 

health and education, enhance the equality status for the same the call was taken 

in a manner of global partnership amongst the developed and developing 

countries of the world. 

 

The formulation of these goals required several meetings in order to analyse the 

needs and requirements of the all the nations on planet earth as the conclusion 

of those meeting this agenda was finally adopted at the UN sustainable 

development summit in September 2015. 

 

In current timeline Division of Sustainable Development Goals in the UN and 



Department of Economic and Social Affairs have been providing substantive 

support and capacity building assistance to achieve the SDGs. 

 

The Second part of the agenda mentions the Middle-Eastern Nations, these 

nations even on being referred as a collective identity pertain several regional 

and cultural differences due to which while discussing an agenda in their 

context it becomes necessary to segregate the functioning and status of these 

nations in order to categorically develop a implementable structure to achieve 

the target or to provide the solution to a respective issue. 

 

 

Key Pointers to be considered for achieving SDGs in the Middle Eastern 

Nations. 

 

❖ The region displays a wide range of sustainable development 

outcomes, with common challenges around sustainable food 

production systems and gender equality, among others.  

The variance between the 22 Arab countries reflect their very significant 

differences in performance on many socioeconomic indicators. 

 

 

❖ Significant gaps remain in data necessary to measure sustainable 

development performance in the region, particularly relating to 

income and wealth distribution.  

The most significant data gaps are currently found on SDG 1 (No 

Poverty) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). In both areas, the gaps are 

the result of lack of data on income and wealth distribution.  

 

 

❖ There is positive momentum in two important areas relating to 

environmental sustainability, water and climate change.  

Several countries are on track to achieving SDG 6 (Clean Water and 

Sanitation) and SDG 13 (Climate Action), and there are moderate 

increases in performance across several SDGs. 

  



 

❖ The nations taking up the lead in fulfilling the goals. 

Six countries lead the regional scores, with a total index score of 66 or 

more listed by Jordan, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, Algeria, 

Morocco and Oman, in descending order. As a whole, the Arab region 

score in terms of achieving the sustainable development goals with an 

average of 58.2 out of 100, and it is clear that we have a challenge in 

making much greater effort and cooperation across the region to achieve 

the sustainable development goals during the next eight years. 

 

 

❖ Reports by the UN bodies mentioning the status of achievement of 

SDGs in the middle east. 

The updates from several UN bodies such as the World Bank Group, 

Economic and Social Council etc. give a clearer picture of the existing 

status of the goals and the challenges being faced within few of the 

nations of the middle east.  

 

 

Categorization within the SDGs 

 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the targets interact with 

each other in an indivisible way. On the one hand, achieving one goal or 

target may contribute to achieving other goals or targets. For example, 

enhanced food security (Goal 2) will reinforce poverty eradication 

(Goal 1). On the other hand, the pursuit of one target may conflict with 

the achievement of another. For example, an increase in agricultural 

production to help end hunger (Goal 2) can result in an increase in water 

use that may compete with water demand for achieving universal access 

to drinking water (Goal 6). The SDGs and targets form a complicated 

network of inter-linkages. Analysing the inter-linkages can help identify 

the synergies and trade-offs between relevant SDG targets and inform 

policy-making from a systemic perspective. The web tool, SDG Inter-

linkages Analysis & Visualisation, enables users to visualise the inter-

linkages between SDG targets and explore indicator-level data for 27 

countries from Asia and Africa. Users can make a selection of countries, 

Goals and Targets to visualise the inter-linkages between selected 

targets and others, and explore time-series data for selected indicators. 

The web tool enables users to identify the synergies and trade-offs 



between relevant SDG targets. Provided for free, users can download 

the data in CSV format as well as the visualisation charts in image files. 

 

Four core principles underpin UNEP’s approach to the 2030 Agenda: 

Universality: The 2030 Agenda is global in nature and universally applicable, 

taking into account different national realities, levels of development, and 

respecting national policies and priorities. It is a shared agenda that requires a 

collective response, with countries developing their own pathways to national 

targets. This will require strengthened governance practice and institutions. 

Integration: The 2030 Agenda moves beyond acting as if sustainable 

development is about three disconnected pillars. Approaches must balance and 

integrate the social, environmental and economic dimensions, also looking at 

governance, and interconnect the areas. 

Human rights and equity: Inequalities are not just determined by economics. To 

achieve basic levels of goods and services for all; better redistribution of wealth 

and resources (both within and between countries); and equitable access to 

opportunities, information and rule of law, new approaches that build capacities 

at all level of society are needed. 

Innovation: Innovative pathways are needed to allow countries to leap forward. 

The acceleration and transfer of technological innovations is a common 

concern. 

In 2018, UNEP and other partners developed Goodlife Goals. The Good Life 

Goals are a set of personal actions that people around the world can take to help 

support the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). They are lifestyle asks for 

individuals that are carefully aligned with the SDGs’ 169 targets and indicators. 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/26433/GLG_Manual.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/26434/GLG_Action_Pack.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/26434/GLG_Action_Pack.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/26435/GLG_Card.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


 

Points of consideration while formulating a solution. 

 

• Prioritisation of SDGs as per the nation’s demographics. Since expecting 

all the nation to perform equally in the process of achieving the 

sustainable development goals would be an utopian idea because of the 

existing differences of the Countries globally thereby categorization of 

SDGs as per the requirement of the nations would act as a catalyst to 

increase the rate of action. 

 

• Substantive and Complimentary benefits of the nation in achieving the 

goals.  

 

•  Analysing the complementing SDGs and the capability & capacity 

requirement for the same. 

Since the SDGs are a set of goals which have been planned with a 

common intent of reducing the disparities within the globe hence they 

compliment each other in several capacities which when analysed with 

the capabilities of the nation can be very much significant to develop a 

path way for every single nation to be a part of this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Important links for further analysis of the agenda 

 

 

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/568661543339539617-

0270022018/render/Nov272018MMPresentationFinal.pdf  

 

 

https://www.oecd.org/dac/achieving-sdg-results-in-development-co-

operation-5b2b0ee8-en.htm  

 

https://www.cidob.org/es/content/download/72660/2339641/version/1/fil

e/MENARA_Future%20notes%2020_19.pdf  

 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals  

 

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/568661543339539617-0270022018/render/Nov272018MMPresentationFinal.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/568661543339539617-0270022018/render/Nov272018MMPresentationFinal.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dac/achieving-sdg-results-in-development-co-operation-5b2b0ee8-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/dac/achieving-sdg-results-in-development-co-operation-5b2b0ee8-en.htm
https://www.cidob.org/es/content/download/72660/2339641/version/1/file/MENARA_Future%20notes%2020_19.pdf
https://www.cidob.org/es/content/download/72660/2339641/version/1/file/MENARA_Future%20notes%2020_19.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals

